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Who we are?

I. Achieving innovations in science and technology through creative research and development

II. Maximizing research outcomes by managing research resources on a virtual network

III. Developing Japan's infrastructure for science and technology so as to accelerate innovation in 
science and technology
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Mission

Vision

On April 1, 2015, the government of Japan established the National Research and Development 
Agencies by transforming the former Independent Administrative Agencies for R&D, including JST.

Fundamental goal : Maximize research achievements
 greater flexibility in institutional management based on the 

characteristics of R&D agencies 
 greater responsibility to maximize research achievements

http://www.jst.go.jp/EN/about/message.html

http://www.jst.go.jp/EN/about/message.html


Approaches of JST and JSPS (KEKEN)

❖R&D strategy based on S&T and socio-

economic trends

❖R&D strategy aiming at creation of 

innovation

Top-down approach

Socio-economic goals

Ministry’s policy based on the National 
S&T Basic Plan

Determination of strategic sector

Design of research areas, appointment of 
research supervisors

Creation of innovation seeds from 
research results

❖Depending on freedom and originality of 

researchers

❖Not necessarily relevant to socio-economic 

trends

Bottom-up approach

Research proposals based on the 
scientists’ freedom with their own goals

Support to the creative and pioneering 
research with academic excellence

Promotion of a broad range of academic 
works

JST JSPS
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Major Operation of JST

Promotion of ImPACT, SIP

Strategic Basic Research

S&T Infrastructure

Knowledge Infrastructure
Next-Generation 

Development
Science Communication

R&D System Reform

R&D Strategy 
Planning Promoting Creation of Science, Technology and Innovation

Strategic Promotion of Basic Researches

R&D based on University-Industry Collaboration

Recovery and Revival from the Great East Japan Earthquake

Promotion of International S&T Joint Projects

Establishing an infrastructure to drive the generation of innovation
- Soft infrastructure to support innovation -

Center for R&D 
Strategy (CRDS) 

R&D Strategy

China Research and 
Communication  
Center (CRCC)

Center for Low 
Carbon Society 
Strategy (LCS)

Innovative Research Commercialization R&D

Total budget of FY2015
about 106.5 billion yen



Overview of Major Funding Programs of JST
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Strategic Basic Research Innovative Research Commercialization R&D

ACCEL

Collaborative Research Programs 
Based on Industrial Demand

Strategic Basic Research 
Programs
Team oriented (CREST)
Individual (PRESTO)
Project basis (ERATO)

Next Generation Technology 
Transfer Program (NexTEP) 

SICORP/SICP
(International programs)

Center of Innovation (COI) Program /S-innovation
Advanced measurement and analysis systems
Advanced measurement and analysis systems
(Specialized for radiation measurement)

reconstruction and revitalization 
after the Great East Japan 
EarthquakeAdvanced Low Carbon Technology Research and 

Development Program (ALCA)

Implementation to the Society

The Research Institute of Science and Technology for Society (RISTEX)

The Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS)

Adaptable and Seamless 

Technology Transfer Program 

through Target-Driven R&D (A-
STEP)



Global Activities of JST
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Promote Science &Technology Diplomacy

Maximize R&D outcomes through global activities 

Contribute to global platforms of funding agencies 

Bilateral Joint Funding (SICP) 
More than 400 projects 

since 2003 with 23 countries/area

Bilateral Joint Funding (SICORP) 
23 projects since 2009 

with 6 countries and area

Globalization of Strategic Basic 
Research program 

Funding Agency 
Presidents’ Meeting

In Kyoto



About Strategic Basic Research Programs
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Life InnovationGreen Innovation Nanotechnology and 
Materials Science

ICT S&T for Society and 
Social Infrastructure

Towards Science and Technology Innovation 

Strategic Objectives designated by the Government

Prioritized 
Area

＜Research Programs＞

• Program Director oversees the overall system and considers management direction
• Establishment of Research Areas and Program Officers (Research Supervisors, etc.)best suited for achieving objectives
• Identification of researchers with exceptional pioneering qualities and originality, based on the Program Officers 

judgment
• Flexible, dynamic decision-making on research plans and research funding allocation in accordance with research 

progress achieved and other factors. 



CREST and PRESTO
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CREST PRESTOTeam Oriented Individual Basis
Research Area Research Area

Research 
Supervisor

Advisor

Meetings SV etc

Researcher

Team

PI
Researchers

Research 
Supervisor

Advisor

Meetings SV etc

Research Type Budget per year Total Budget Research Period

CREST \30 - 100 Million /yr \150 - 500 Million ~ 5.5 years

PRESTO \10 Million /yr \30 - 40 Million ~ 3.5 years

Strategic Objectives by MEXT

On-Going Research Area: 37
On-Going Research Projects: 431

As of March 2015

On-Going Research Area: 27
On-Going Research Projects: 692

As of March 2015



Promotion of Global Activities
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Goal: 

Improve and expand CREST and PRESTO Research to 
accelerate the achievement of Strategic Objectives

Implementation:
 In FY2014, supplemental funding supported about

30 international symposiums and about 50 research 
exchanges/joint research projects.

 Further more, JST has collaborated with FA through 
supplemental funding scheme.  

Supplemental Funding for Global Activities
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Promotion of Global Activities

In FY2013, JST supported 12 research projects conducted by 
CREST researchers and NIH researchers under the framework 
agreement between JST and NIH 

JST-CREST and ANR (France) have joined DFG Priority Program
“SPPEXA” Software for Exascale Computing.
In FY 2014, JST-CREST, DFG, ANR opened joint call and 
proposals are now under selection process. 

JST-CREST and  JST-PRESTO have joined NSF PIRE2014.
Proposals are now under selection process.

Allocation of Supplemental Funding through the 
international collaborations with Funding Agencies



Conclusion
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 The fundamental concept of CREST and PRESTO is 
“Virtual Research Institution.”

 CREST and PRESTO encourage global activities do 
maximize their research outcomes.

 “Supplemental Funding Scheme” is one of the most 
effective tools to promote global activities.

We are waiting for proposals through this workshop!
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Thank you for your attention

Application deadlines:
CREST: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 12:00 noon, Japan time
PRESTO: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 12:00 noon, Japan time

For more information:
http://www.senryaku.jst.go.jp/teian-en.html
Department of Innovation Research, Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)
E-mail (preferred): rp-info@jst.go.jp
Telephone (for urgent matters): 03-3512-3530 

(Office hours: 10:00-12:00/13:00-17:00, except Saturdays, Sundays, and National Holidays)

FY 2015 (Term 1)        Call for Proposals

http://www.senryaku.jst.go.jp/teian-en.html


Reference
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http://www.jst.go.jp/kisoken/en/about/index.html

Governing System of Strategic Basic Research Programs

http://www.jst.go.jp/kisoken/en/about/index.html


Typical Operation of CREST and PRESTO
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Mid-term Evaluation

First Call

Final Evaluation

First Call

Research Area Evaluation

Call for Proposal

PRESTO

CREST

Year 1 Year 2 Year 4Year 3 Year 8Year 7Year 5 Year 6

Second Call

Third Call

Research Area 

Evaluation

Call for Proposal Final Evaluation

Second Call

Third Call

Research Area 

Evaluation



Statistics of CREST and PRESTO
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Fiscal Year

CREST応募数

CREST採択数

さきがけ応募数

さきがけ採択数

CREST 採択率

さきがけ採択率
2014

CREST Application

CREST Acceptance

PRESTO Application

PRESTO Acceptance

CREST Acceptance 
Rate

PRESTO Acceptance 
Rate
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